
NEWSLETTER ~ January 2010  
 

Welcome  to our January  meeting. .. and our first meeting of 2010. If itôs not too late we wish you 
all a Happy New Yearé and we hope that you had some railway related Christmas presents? I 
had another very nostalgic DVD from the British Transport Film collection. 

We reported last month that this yearôs programme of speakers was progressing wellé and we 
are pleased to say that the 2010 programme has now been finalised. Through a connection of 
Robin Mathams the October meeting has been filled by Mike Ballinger, whose presentation is 
due to be on a tram theme. Youôll see that we have got a mixture of established speakers to-
gether with some new onesé as well as a wide variety of topics.  

Itôs my turn to start the 2010 season of presentations, and I have chosen to put together a selec-
tion of images about some of the trips Iôve made since last January. My most recent trip was the 
weekend before lasté when I made the most of an offer from National Express just before they 
handed back the East Coast franchise in November. I went to Inverness where I expected to find 
very snowy weatheré but somehow it didnôt seem quite so different after the weather weôve also 
been experiencing. The temperature was in fact warmer than back home. 

We were sorry to hear through Mike Ritchie, that HPW member Roy Bailey has been unwell and 
in hospital. We obviously send our good wishes to Roy and wish him a speedy recovery. 

The model railway group have been busy and are continuing with the momentum from last Octo-
berôs HPW Show. If you are interested in joining the group then details of the meetings are on the 
back pageé or do ask a member of the committee. 

All that leaves me to say is have a good evening... 

Wesley Till   Editor 
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The snowy weather has no 
doubt created some interesting 
photographic opportunities in 
the past few weeksé but it has 
also created a lot of delays and 
cancellations across the net-
work.  
 

This is the scene at Rugeley 
Trent Valley at 06.15 a couple 
of weeks ago. The 06.21 New 
Street service is about to depart 
on time, although the Chase 
line service experienced severe 
delays a few days later. 
 

The majority of the Rugeley to 
New Street services are oper-
ated by two car class 170 
DMUs... converted to three car 
units by the addition of single 
car 153 units. The 153 on the 
train on the left is hidden on the 
back. 



ŶŶ A recent early evening 
Rugeley bound service from New 
Street was running so late that it 
was terminated at Hednesford. 
The purpose being to keep it on 
time for the return journey. Not 
much fun for passengers travel-
ling to Rugeley... but fortunately 
the following service was only 20 
minutes away. 
 
To enable the train to terminate 
at Hednesford and be on the 
right platform for the return tripé 
there is a crossing between the 
two tracks about 400 metres to 
the west of the station. 
 
When rail services were re-
sumed from Walsall they initially 
ran only to Hednesfordé al-
though in 1995 the service was 
extended to Rugeley and 
branded óThe Chase Lineô. 

Just before Christmas I had a few days in London and so I thought I 
would visit The Science Museum in Kensington. I hadnôt been there for 
a few years so I picked up a plan and started to study it. A museum 
guide came over to me and helpfully asked if I required any assistance. 
I explained that I didnôt have much time but I would be grateful if he 
could point me in the direction of the railway exhibits. He replied that 
there wasnôt much in the way of railway exhibits(!) but that I could find 
some by following the way he was pointing. 
 

The first loco I came across was Rocket designed and built by Robert 
Stephenson for the 1829 Rainhill Trials. Rocket beat its competitors 
with a top speed of 29 mph and better reliability. This eliminated the 
need for a system where stationary engines hauled carriages by cable. 

From the memory cards...  



Dave Barrett and I had an enjoy-
able trip to The Severn Valley 
Railway between Christmas and 
New Year. 
 
ŶŶThis poster displayed in The 
Engine House caught our atten-
tioné and I was interested that it 
was signed by a Chas H J Mayo. I 
wonder if John had an relatives in 
the GWR art department? You 
never know? 

Displayed in The Engine House at High-
ley is this coach from a Royal Mail train. 
The claim to fame from this particular 
coach is that it was part of the mail train 
from the ó1963 Great Train Robberyô, 
when £2.5M was stolen after bringing the 
train to a halt at a false stop signal. ŸŸ 

Most children will have grown up knowing 
that óGordonô was the big blue engine 
from the Thomas the Tank Engine stories. 
Rev Awdry based the loco on War De-
partment No. 600 which too is now dis-
played in The Engine House at Highley. Ź 

Severn Valley Railway images...  


