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NEWSLETTER ~ February 2010

Welcome to our February meeting. This evening we are pleased to welcome back HPW member
Robin Mathams, who is adding another presentation from The Percy Moseley Photographic Ar-
chive. This time it is Part 5, BR in 1952/53. For the benefit particularly of new members and visi-

tors,, we have added some info about Robin and the background to his railway interests below.

The | atest addition to the
8th December, and we are pleased to announce that Chris Milner, Assistant Editor of The Rail-
way Magazine, has accepted our invitation to come along. Dave Barrett has been in negotiation
with Chris for some months, although Chris was originally unable to commit to attending one of
our usual end of month meetings due to publication deadlines.

All that leaves me to say is have a good evening...

Wesley Tllor

Robin Mathams: Robin's interest in photography began whilst at school in Edinburgh and as a
member of his school's photographic society, he started to learn not only basic photography, but
darkroom skills as well. His interest in railways was as a result of his father (who was a keen
amateur photographer) taking him on Saturday mornings to the railway bridges in Princes Street

Gardens to trainspot. An occupation which has continued to the present day.

Robinds railway interest

Waverley Station i the concentration in lessons being interrupted at ten o'clock precisely each
day by the chime whistle of the Elizabethan A4. There was a strong transport interest amongst
the pupils at the Royal High School, and one of Robin’s classmates was Gavin Booth, later to
become author and editor of many bus books and magazines. Alas, most of the negatives of his

early work have been lost, although a few prints survive.

Since the early 1970s he increased his railway photographic activities, working in both colour and
black and white, using Olympus 35mm cameras and a Bronica 6x6 camera, and when the digital

furthered by

revolution came along he purchased a Nikon D70, and then a D80.

Part of Robin’s interest has been audio-visual, the mak-
ing of slide sequences set to sound and he won the
Staffordshire County AV competition in 1984 with his
famous 'Lines’ railway sequence. He is now working
with digital AV.

His first visit to the HPW was in February 1989 when he
gave a talk on 25kV electrification.

Robin, as well as an honorary member of the HPWS
has been a member of the Sutton Coldfield Railway So-
ciety for over 30 years. He has been working with
SCRS fellow member, Derek Haywood, in preserving
the photographs of the Moseley Collection, his darkroom
skills being called on again using digital imaging soft-
ware.

Tonight's presentation is the fifth in the Moseley series.

This is Robin’s first railway photograph:
Class A4 No 60011 Empire of India
sitting in Edinburgh Waverley in 1957.
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From the memory cards... YYY The only pre\
had seen Peppercorn class Al

60163 Tornado was two years
ago when it was still being com-
pleted at Darlington. Although
some other HPW members had
been lucky to see the loco on the
main |ineé my fi:
Tornado is service was on Val-
entineb6s Day.

This view shows Tornado slow-
ing down on the approach to
Paddington Station. The train
was completing The Cathedrals
Express tour to Salisbury which
had commenced back in Pad-
dington earlier in the day.

Tornado has a busy programme
this year... and more info can be
found on: http//
www.alsteam.com/

The nameplate on the sides of Tornado are certainly very
impressive. Beneath the light blue nameplates there are
smaller plaques detailing the naming of the loco 12 months
ago by HRH The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Corn-
wall.

60163 Tornado was built in Darlington, being the first such
locomotive built in the UK since Evening Star, the last steam
locomotive built by BR in 1960. Designed to meet modern
safety and certification standards, Tornado runs on the UK
mainline and on mainline-connected heritage railways. The
|l ocomotive is named after the Tornado military jet. YVYY

Tornado looked even
more impressive alongside
First Great Western DMU
class 165 waiting on an
Oxford service.
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