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There have been a number of developments at the Derwent Valley Light
Railway near York over the past few months. All of the operation and
maintenance of this small railway is undertaken by volunteers of the Derwent
Valley Light Railway Society (DVLRS).

Running Evening, June 5 ™

At the beginning of June, the railway hosted a running evening for a number
of local railway groups including the North Yorkshire Moors Railway (York
Group), York Model Engineers and the Scarborough Railway Circle. The
event was staged to increase local awareness of the railway and to forge
some links with like-minded individuals. An intensive passenger and freight
timetable was operated and, despite the poor weather, over 75 people
attended.

Ruston 88DS ‘97088’ at Murton Park station during the June 5 Running Evening.
Photo: J. D. Stockwell

Reinstatement of Ruston 165DS shunter ‘British Suga  r York’ into service

This summer has seen the return of our ‘local’ Ruston and Hornsby 165DS
diesel shunter into service on Sunday and Bank Holiday passenger trains
following mechanical repairs. The locomotive, one of two new to British Sugar
in 1953, first operated at the sugar factory in Selby before being moved to
York in 1981. Upon withdrawal in 1993, the locomotive was donated to the
DVLRS and moved to Murton. As well as receiving major repairs to the
pneumatic control systems and refurbishment/replacement of other key
mechanical components, ‘British Sugar York’ has seen attention to the
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internal and external paintwork by the DVLRS Chairman, Dave Wilde. The
sugar factory, in the Boroughbridge Road area of York, opened in 1924 and
closed after over 80 years of use in Autumn 2007. The factory was
demolished in 2008. The return to operation of our small shunting locomotive
therefore acts as a reminder of one of York’s former industries now sadly no
longer with us.

Ruston 165DS ‘British Sugar York’ during a driver-training freight run at Murton Park.
Photo: J. D. Stockwell

Construction of run-round loop at “York’ end of the line

The major project that has been undertaken at the railway since October 2008
has been the construction of a ‘run-round’ loop at the Osbaldwick end of the
line, near the location of the old Murton Lane crossing. Since the DVLRS first
moved to Murton Park in 1990, all passenger train services have had to
operate in ‘top and tail’ mode with a locomotive at both ends of the train. The
addition of the loop is a major step forward for the railway as it allows trains to
run in a more prototypical manner, with one locomotive that runs around the
train at the end of the line and couples to the opposite end before returning to
Murton Park station. All of the work has been undertaken manually by a small
group of railway volunteers over the past nine months, led by the head of
Signalling and Trackwork, Vincent Middlebrough. The initial stages of the
work involved excavating and clearing the site (see photograph) and the
removal of the old trackbed.
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Site of the new run-round loop near the old Murton Lane crossing, York, prior to the
commencement of work, October 2008. Photo: V. Middlebrough

After the site had been cleared, the new points and track were laid and
levelled, followed by the dropping of 180 tonnes of new ballast. Two signal
ground frames for changing the points at each end of the loop and a new
timber buffer stop have also been installed. It is anticipated that the new run-
round loop will be operational later this year after the installation work has
been passed by an inspector.

The run-round loop taking shape after installation of the points, sleepers and rails, May 2009.
Photo: V. Middlebrough
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The loop nearing completion following ballasting, June 2009. Photo: V. Middlebrough

The railway operates every Sunday and Bank Holiday between
Easter and the end of September. Entry is via the adjacent
Yorkshire Museum of Farming. For more information, contact the
railway at the above address or visit www.dvlir.org.uk .

DVLRS membership information can be obtained from our
Membership Secretary, Mrs. Kay Dunn, c/o Murton Park.

Additional or higher resolution photographs and press information
may be obtained by contacting the Publicity, Development and
Marketing representative, Tom Deakin — contact details are given
at the bottom of the page.
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